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the vexing moral problems of bioethics is still welcome. With impressive frequency,
McCormick's moral analysis exhibits practical wisdom, keen insight, even-
handedness, and compassion. Perhaps the experience of these qualities gives the
reader a better glimpse of McCormick's faith than would numerous appeals to
parochial slogans.
LAWRENCE J. NELSON
Student
Yale Law School
CANCER CONTROL: CONTEMPORARY VIEWS ON SCREENING, DIAGNOSIS, AND THERAPY.
Edited by Irving I. Kessler. Baltimore, University Park Press, 1980. 287 pp. $24.50.
Even while laboratory scientists work hurriedly to find improved methods of
combating the wayward cancer cell, it must be agreed that prevention and early
diagnosis are the most promising strategies for long-range cancer control. To this end
Dr. Kessler has compiled a worthy collection of papers which deal thoughtfully with
issues central to cancer prevention and early diagnosis.
The book begins with a realistic assessment of the feasibility and end results of
mass screening programs. Experiences from the Breast Cancer Detection Demonstra-
tion Projects, the CANSCREEN program, and the widespread acceptance of the
annual Pap test for cervical cancer are cited and critically analyzed in terms of case-
yield and associated considerations. The importance of pilot evaluation studies is
stressed as is the need to evaluate fully results of screening efforts according to a
predetermined set of objectives.
The final section of this book presents a well-informed discussion of the highly
publicized Delaney Food Additives Clause. Included is a detailed explanation of its
language, its intent, and a brief history of its evolution. Debate as to its impact on
consumers and on the food industry is well balanced and persuasive in both
directions, pro and con. These final sections, including a perspective on the future of
the Delaney Clause by Dr. Kessler in which he assesses the recent saccharin ban, are
most provocative.
Readers from many of the diverse areas ofpublic health should be attracted to this
timely addition to the literature on cancer prevention and epidemiology.
HARRIS PASTIDES
Division ofPublic Health
University ofMassachusetts at Amherst
NEUROCHEMISTRY AND CLINICAL NEUROLOGY. Progress in Clinical and Biological
Research, Volume 39. Edited by L. Battistin, G. Hashim, and A. Lajtha. New York,
Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1980. 500 pp. $38.00.
This particular volume recapitulates papers presented at a satellite meeting of the
1979 conclave of the International Society for Neurochemistry held in Istanbul,
Turkey. The meeting's goals were to define neurochemistry as a promising, emerging
leitmotiv of modern clinical neurology and to bring together scientists of each
discipline. As the editors state: "The book. . . was not intended to cover in depth
specific neurochemical or clinical areas, but to discuss a large spectrum in both
fields." Such mixed metaphors and non-parallel constructions do betray the organi-
zation of the volume.
The articles are parcelled into seven sections: demyelinating diseases, convulsive570 BOOK REVIEWS
disorders, extrapyramidal diseases, changes in brain components, peripheral neuro-
pathies, immunopathology, and neuropharmacology. However, the small, two-paper
neuropharmacology "section" lies apart, as if it were an appendix overlooked by the
editors' knife. This impression is furthered by the interposition of 37 abstracts
between this last, impoverished section and a mediocre index. Furthermore, the usual
sins of rapid offset publication are evident. Perfunctory editing (particularly of
foreign manuscripts) has led to numerous "typos" and a dose of pidgin English.
Finally, selected review articles and original works have been given only hazy
distinction. These editorial shortcomings detract from a strong sense of purpose and
suggest that this is simply an attempt at transcription. In any event this is truly, as
was intended, a potpourri.
Those works within the sections on demyelinating disease and extrapyramidal
disease are the most cohesive, perhaps because they are the only sections authored by
investigators largely from a single country. Such uneven internationalism might be
expected but again subverts the reader's confidence. For example, the majority of
well-known workers in extrapyramidal disorder are not Italian. Nonetheless, many
worthwhile papers dot the landscape. Original contributions of note include works
on the pathogenesis of demyelination, glycoproteins in Huntington's disease, phos-
pholipids in catecholamine function, non-receptor mediated actions of glucocorti-
coids in brain, and brain tumor markers and therapy. Mini-reviews of substance
include those on spinal cord regeneration, tardive dyskinesia, dopamine autorecep-
tors, the B vitamins in neurological disorder, myasthenia gravis, and iatrogenic
neuropathies.
The goals of this international meeting are important and were accomplished. The
benefits of mixing international clinical and basic researchers are unquestioned and
the hybrid investigations produced necessary. However, the pro forma documenta-
tion of such an eclectic undertaking only adds to the complexity of doing library
research. Unlike the meeting, this volume, like a shotgun round, has hit its mark but
scattered its shot.
DONALD KAY RIKER
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Yale University School ofMedicine
COUNSELING IN GENETICS. Edited by Y. Edward Hsia, Kurt Hirschhorn, Ruth L.
Silverberg, and Lynn Godmilow. New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1979. 347 pp. $34.00.
Proffered not as a text on genetic disorders nor as a practical primer ofcounseling
techniques, this book seeks instead to provide theoretical and practical frameworks
for genetic counseling-that process whereby individuals or families obtain informa-
tion about real or possible genetic problems. A delightful foreword by Barton Childs
tumbles the reader into the current of genetic counseling, and a superb introduction
by editors Hsia and Hirschhorn serves as a stepping-stone on which to pause and
peruse the flow. They ask and answer the question, "What is Genetic Counseling?"
with clarity and liveliness, with multiple brief case presentations interspersed for
emphasis.
Several solid but uninspired chapters follow, surveying at an abstract level the
spectrum ofgenetic problems and their antecedents. The chapter which outlines basic
genetic principles is particularly disappointing because it gives no explanations of
underlying probability theory and no insights helpful to a counselor with the task of
communicating with and educating the genetically naive couple. Two excellent